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Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]The justice system is critical when it comes to the dispensation of justice and the locking up of people who may have been suspected to have committed certain crimes. The judicial officers ensure that the evidence presented in court is sufficient enough to warrant the conviction of the accused persons (Neubauer & Fradella, 2018). However, the justice system is faced with a number of issues when it comes to the investigations being done and the provision of sufficient evidence to be used in the court process. This is something that may result in some of the criminals being exonerated from the crimes that they were alleged to have committed. This shows the lack of proper investigations being done or the intentional hiding of material facts to be used to prosecute the case. The paper will, therefore, focus on Horace Roberts who was recently exonerated from prison after having been wrongfully convicted of murder and staying in prison for 20 years.
Original Crime and How Investigations Went
Mr. Horace Roberts was arrested and charged in 1998 for having being suspected of killing his former girlfriend and coworker. He was subsequently found guilty of second degree murder in 1999 and later sentenced to fifteen years in jail (Garcia, 2018). The victim was found strangled near a deserted stretch of Lake Corona. According to the leading investigator, the body was discovered only a mile away from Roberts’ truck which she had a habit of borrowing most times. This was a confirmation of the intimate relationship that Robert and the victim had. The defendant lied to the investigators when asked about his relationship with the victim and this was one of the reasons that the investigators suspected that Robert had something to do with the murder. The victim was still married at the time that she started an affair with Robert. She later filed for divorce by the end of December 1997 and used to live in two apartments one which one belonged to Robert. She used to spend most of her time with Roberts as opposed to her husband.
It is during one of these routine visits that Robert waited patiently to pick her up and take her to work. He waited for some time but the victim never showed up. A few days later, he heard the report that the body of her lover had been discovered. The investigations centered on the fact that he had an affair with the victim which is something that he vehemently denied. They went further to show him a photo of a watch that belonged to him and which was found on the crime scene. He did not see any reason to deny the obvious since the watch belonged to him and thus informed the authorities of the same. The investigations were further complicated by his wife who came out to state that the watch was found at his home. The investigators, therefore, connected Robert to the murder based on his truck that was found a mile away, the watch that was picked there and the lies that he told them regarding the affair that he had with the victim.
How Horace Robert Went About Seeking his Exoneration in Jail
The accused spent four years in jail in which he tried to file for numerous appeals that were denied. The fact that nobody wanted to have a look at his case was somewhat disheartening to him and this made his life in prison even harder. This is something that made him quite dejected because he knew he was innocent and that he needed to prove this to the judges. It is at this time that a fellow inmate informed him of the California innocence project that he could use to successfully lodge an appeal. The Californian innocence project had been started by some individuals who wanted to give every convict a chance to tell their story and thus ensure that justice is meted out. In 2003, he complied and filed a 75-page questionnaire in which he requested for his case to be reviewed under the circumstances that he had exclusively stated in the documents (Garcia, 2018). The compilation took a long time because he documented various reasons as to why there was a need to review his case and spare him the suffering that he was enduring for no good reason. To his relief, the organization accepted his case and thus started the process of reviewing the case with the intention of exonerating him.
How the Exoneration Occurred
The process of exoneration took off immediately after the acceptance of his case by the California innocence project. The organization sought to add Roberts’s case to the already complied list of cases that needed to have exoneration using the DNA mechanism. The organization had been able to successfully carry out certain exonerations and thus was hopeful that they will achieve the same with Roberts’s case. They proceeded to carry out a DNA test on the watch that was found at the crime scene as well as other relevant materials that were found there (Garcia, 2018). The initial DNA tests carried on some debris found on the victim’s fingernails revealed a profile for an unidentified man and that of the victim’s son. The son was about 19 years at the time of the killing. The organization tried to present the case to the District Attorney office on account of the DNA result but were still unsuccessful at getting Robert out of prison. 
The DNA test done on the watch later came back and connected the watch to the victim’s son. The details found for the unidentified man was not sufficient enough for the authorities to locate it in the database and this necessitated them to take further action of testing everything for DNA. This proved successful as the DNA component was later scrutinized and found to belong to the husband’s nephew. The nephew also moved in with the victim’s husband immediately after the killing. The two were later arrested for suspicion of murder and charged. The district attorney had, on the other hand, released Robert several days before the arrest was made. This was done in quietly due to the embarrassment that the officers faced and the fact that they did not want the story to have much media coverage. It is therefore important to say that the evidence that was found on the victim’s fingernails and other materials that were present at the crime scene were crucially responsible for the exoneration of Robert and the subsequent arrest of the husband and the nephew. The DNA was a critical factor when it came to the processing of evidence and thus helped a lot in having Robert being exonerated.
Errors that Occurred on the Part of the Justice System
There were a number of errors that occurred within the criminal justice system that led to Robert being wrongfully convicted for murder. One of the errors that occurred is basing the presence of the truck that belonged to the accused some miles away from the crime scene as sufficient evidence to warrant a conviction (Garcia, 2018). This is a brave mistake that the investigators did as they did not bother to go beyond the truck and actually look for critical evidence that would have expressly implicate the accused. The victim used to borrow the truck from her lover and thus the fact that the truck was found only one mile away at the time of her murder does not indicate in any way that the accused had committed the crime. She might have even have been killed and later dumped near the truck in order to raise suspicion on Robert.
 The investigators also failed to look for DNA evidence in the watch that they used to convict the accused. As part of their investigations, they are required by law to brush through the evidence found at the crime scene and try to establish if there is any DNA sample that can be used to identify the people who were at the crime scene. This is an important step that they overlooked as they rushed to prosecute Robert on account of his watch being found at the crime scene. The accused had an affair with the victim, and therefore, it could have happened that he gave her his watch as a gift. The fact that the watch was discovered at the crime scene is not sufficient enough to warrant a prosecution. They need to have carried out DNA tests that would have revealed the identity of the people who were at the crime scene. Roberts was also tried as a result of the lies that he stated in regards to the affair he had. 
The fact that it was an affair made it a secret and this is something that he did not want it to be known to the public. Therefore, he tried to conceal it which in any way did not mean that he was hiding the true fact due to the crime that he had committed. The hiding of the affair did not translate to him killing the victim and thus the investigators ought to have looked for crucial evidence that would have linked him to the murder rather than using the affair. The magistrates also failed to properly scrutinize the evidence that was presented in court and thus were unable to ascertain that the evidence brought before them was not sufficient. This is something that made them to convict an innocent person.
Conclusion
In most parts of the world including the USA, some people that have been convicted are innocent. This is because those charged with carrying out proper investigations fail to do so and this ends up in people being convicted wrongfully. This is what exactly happened with Roberts’ case in that the investigating officers did not observe due diligence in their work which resulted to them carrying out shoddy investigations that ended up putting the wrong person in prison. There is also the issue of police departments wanting to be seen to have carried out their jobs and thus get the approval rating that they need. This is something that leads to them planting evidence in order to conclude investigations faster and thus get a high number of convictions. Therefore, there is a need to ensure that the judicial system works in the correct manner which will see that the evidence brought is assessed and determined if it is sufficient enough to warrant a conviction.
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